PHILIP FORMS A SYNAPISM.                659

swords. This would have made the contest, not one between
legion and phalanx, but between Macedonians armed with a
weapon they were not peculiarly skillful in wielding, and a                                 [i

poor one at that, and Eomans armed with their terrible gla-                                f

cllus. Polybius does not mention the .fact, and the rest of
ILdvy's account disagrees with this statement. But Philip
did commit an almost equal blunder. He ployed his sixteen-
deep phalanx into files thirty-two men deep, and directed it
to take close order on the right, that is, with the men occu-
pying each but one and one half feet space. On the rough
ground, the king should have sought to give his line mobility
rather than stability; but he transformed it into a body quite
unwieldy on any but a plain, and if deprived of the sarissa,
Its chief weapon for close order, it would be helpless. The
sword was the weapon of open order, when used at all.

Polybius states that the king advanced on the Komans
with sarissas couched. Plaminius had again to advance up-
IxilL But his men were in good spirits, and raised their bat-
tle-cry, on the signal for advance being given by the trumpet,
with uncommon good-will, which augured good results for the
outcome of the affair. The king had got his line well in
hand on his own right, and the favorable ground, the heavy
a/rms of the men, and his own personal exertions enabled him
to check, and then to thrust back, the Roman left in marked
confusion.

The Macedonian centre, which had already reached the
field, did not join in the advance, but stood in place as mere
lookers-on. Of what forces it was composed is not stated;
probably part of the phalanx. Nicanor, whose men had been
anoLiich disordered by the bad ascent from the camp, was lead-
Ing the Macedonian left on the field in decidedly poor order
for battle,

Philip's work had been sharp and decisive.    The consul's                                                                                                         ||
